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Limit of Technology’ Reached in Tank $-112

Documentation is being prepared to notify the Washington State
Department of Ecology that we believe waste retrieval from single-
shell tank S-112 has reached the “limit of technology.” This means that
retrieval efficiency has dropped to the point that if we continue using
the current technology, retrieval would take one or two more years and
consume an additional one million gallons of double-shell tank storage
space to retrieve the remaining 30,000 gallons of waste still in the tank.
As a result, we are examining alternative approaches to removing the
remaining waste.

Tank S-112 is a 758,000 gallon single-shell tank built in 1950 in the 200
West Area. Waste retrieval began in September 2003. “Approximately
96 percent of the waste in tank S-112 has been retrieved using a
technique known as saltcake dissolution, but like any technology, there
is a limit to what it can accomplish,” said Rick Raymond, Director of

S Farm Retrieval Operations. “We will now have to find a different set
of tools to complete the task.”

Saltcake dissolution technology uses water sprayed at 100 psi and up to
100 gpm to dissolve waste so it can be pumped from the tank. A portion
of the waste in tank S-112 will not readily dissolve, requiring a different
approach to remove the remaining 30,000 gallons of material still in the
tank. “Retrieval of waste from S-112 has gone extremely well and our
engineers, craft workers and operators have gotten the most possible out
of this technology,” Raymond said. “This tank has a layer of hardened
material at the bottom that requires a different approach to retrieve it.”

Under the terms of the Tri-Party Agreement, waste retrieval must continue
until at least 99 percent of the waste is removed or the limits of technology
have been reached, whichever leaves the least amount of waste in the
tank at completion.

“We know we have more work to do in this tank and are now searching
for innovative technologies that will help us achieve our objective,”
Raymond said.


Mike
Rectangle




